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Public Access Database Resource List 

Publicly available data sets are a free and available tool for anyone to use. Often time’s 
student researchers think that the only data to be analyzed is data generated in a 
laboratory or data needs to be actively collected by the researchers themselves. This is 
not so! Public data sets allow you to use data that is already collected to ask a NEW 
question and can absolutely be used as a project to submit to a science competition like 
NYCSEF. 
 

Ci3 Bike 

Ci# bike compiles informa#on on a variety of  

variables that can be poten#ally used to ask ques#ons  

about urban cycling and all sorts of other research ques#ons!  

Raw and historic data are available. 

h>ps://www.ci#bikenyc.com/system-data 

The Virtual Forest Ini3a3ve 

From the Black Forest Consor#um, there is a 
wide variety of data collected such as 
barometric pressure, wind, soil depth, snow 
depth, UV radia#on and more based on 
eleva#on. Raw and historic data are available. 

h>ps://blackrock.ccnmtl.columbia.edu/portal/
weather/ 

NOAA: Tides and Currents 

This site has informa#on on #des and currents 
form mul#ple states as well as the Caribbean 
and South America. 

h>ps://#desandcurrents.noaa.gov/
sta#ons.html?type=Water+Levels 

USGS: Hudson River Salt-front Data 

h>ps://ny.water.usgs.gov/projects/dialer_plots/
salQront.html#HDR0 
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You can teach old data 
new tricks!

Check out some of the 
publicly accessible 

data below:

https://www.citibikenyc.com/system-data
https://blackrock.ccnmtl.columbia.edu/portal/weather/
https://blackrock.ccnmtl.columbia.edu/portal/weather/
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stations.html?type=Water+Levels
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/stations.html?type=Water+Levels
https://ny.water.usgs.gov/projects/dialer_plots/saltfront.html#HDR0
https://ny.water.usgs.gov/projects/dialer_plots/saltfront.html#HDR0
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Hudson River Estuary Program 

This site provides downloadable data sets and 
searchable databases for a variety of topics 
including gas and oil spills. 

h>ps://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/4920.html 

American Psychological Associa3on (APA) 

The American Psychological Associa#on is an 
excellent source for public access data sets, 
including areas such as Consumer Behavior 
Data, Health and Re#rement data, Human 
mortality, Interna#onal math and Science Study 
data, and quite a bit more.  

h>ps://www.apa.org/research/responsible/
data-links.aspx 

Data.gov  

A federal website that hosts data sets in the 
hundreds that is organized by topic, impact, 
developer or applica#on. Topic areas include: 
Finance, health, science and research, 
ecosystems, educa#on and quite a few more.  

h>ps://www.data.gov 

Springboard Blog 

This blog very advantageously lists 19 free 
datasets that can be used for projects (Hint hint: 
NYCSEf!) 

h>ps://www.springboard.com/blog/free-public-
data-sets-data-science-project/ 

Kaggle 

This site offers datasets on a host of things that 
could catch the interest of a variety of very 
different types of students. The data set topics 
include things like: Brazilian e-commerce, police 

calls for service and incidents, NBA player of the 
week data, NHL game data, honey bee image 
annota#ons, data on Boston public schools and 
much more 

h>ps://www.kaggle.com/datasets 

Enigma 

They have an impressively large collec#on of 
searchable public data that’s free to access. The 
website is very nicely organized and rela#vely 
easy to navigate as well. 

h>ps://public.enigma.com 

NASA 

This is NASA’s main website and has heaps of 
informa#on available, including current news as 
well as available datasets and images on topics 
that include climate simula#ons, climate 
impacts, planets and exoplanets, earth focused 
variable observa#ons (temperature, clouds, 
oceans, precipita#on and more). The datasets 
are reasonably accessible and can be dropped 
into a spreadsheet for analysis. 

h>ps://www.giss.nasa.gov/ 

Census 

Generous amounts of popula#on focused 
sta#s#cs (housing pa>erns, poverty, income, 
health insurance, genealogy and more) 
applicable in the USA and globally. The 
informa#on can be sorted and grouped as well 
based on state, country, age, sex, year, etc. This 
is an excellent resource to not only pull 
informa#on for research, but also to 
demonstrate different types of data graphics 
which are also used on the site. Data can be 
downloaded into a Microsol Excel spreadsheet. 

hPps://www.census.gov/popclock/ 
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UNISEF 

The organiza#on offers a huge variety of 
informa#on/data from around the world on 
topics including child marriage, violence, 
amtudes about social norms, birth and 
registra#on, child labor, educa#on, 
malnutri#on, malaria and much more. It can 
also be sorted by year, country, etc. The data 
can be downloaded into a Microsol Excel 
spreadsheet. 

h>ps://data.unicef.org/resources/resource-
type/datasets/ 

Global Health Observatory 

A variety of health related (malaria, BMI, 
demographic and socio-economic stats, health 
systems, HIV infec#on and MUCH more) data 
tables from the World Health Organiza#on 
(WHO), by country. 

h>p://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.country 

Google Public Data 

This offers a variety of datasets, but may be a bit 
challenging at first to navigate. The advantage is 
the wide variety of datasets available.  

h>p://www.google.com/publicdata/directory 

FBI Crime Sta3s3cs 

This site has a few databases that could provide 
interes#ng databases including topics like: hate 
crime sta#s#cs, Na#onal Use of Force Data and 
more. 

h>ps://www.pi.gov/services/cjis/ucr/ 

Na3onal Ins3tutes of Health (NIH) - 
Na3onal Ins3tute on Drug Abuse (NIDA): 
on Advancing Addic3on Science 

This site allows access to informa#on and data 
around the prevalence and trends in drug 
abuse. It offers, videos, ar#cles and public 
access databases for which informa#on can be 
requested. 

h>ps://www.drugabuse.gov/related-topics/
trends-sta#s#cs 

Center for Disease Control & Preven3on 
(CDC) 

This agency offers publicly accessible data, 
research, ar#cles and current topics. 

h>ps://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/indss_2019.html 
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