
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9th and 10th Grade College FAQ 

Academic 
 

What score do I need on the SAT’s? 
 

There's no standard for a "good" SAT score, but it's best to aim for at least 1200. This 

would be a combination of both the math and English scores. However, each college or 

university has different standards for a good score. Some colleges do not require you to 

submit an SAT score.  

 

What is a recommendation letter?  
 

A recommendation letter is a letter written by either a teacher, counselor or another 

adult. These letters should be written from people who can describe your personality, 

accomplishments, skills and why you would be a good fit for a school, program or a job.  

● Remember to ask for letters early and from an adult who will be enthusiastic 

about writing a letter of recommendation for you.  

 

When should I start on my personal essay? 
 

It’s a good idea to start writing your personal essay in 11th grade. The essay prompts 

are designed to give you a lot of room to write about what you are passionate about. 

College essays are important because they let you reveal your personality. You can get 

a sense of what the essay questions are here.  

 

What are Advanced Placement classes and College Now classes and why should 

I take them?  
 

Advanced Placement or AP courses are college-level subject classes. 
 

● AP classes are typically a year-long commitment with an exam in May.  

● If you receive a high score on an AP Exam, you may be eligible to receive 

college credits.  
 

College Now is a free college transition/dual enrollment program for New York City 

Department of Education high school students. College Now courses are a great way to 

take college-level classes for free. This is a great way to begin to earn college credit 

early. 

 

 

 

https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2021-2022-common-app-essay-prompts
https://k16.cuny.edu/collegenow/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who can take AP and College Now classes? 
 

● College Now: 11th and 12th graders are eligible to participate in College Now. 

10th graders may participate in a pre-college and career awareness and access 

course. Rising 11th graders are eligible to apply for some summer college credit 

programs. 

● Advance Placement: AP classes are for all students, but suggested for 11th and 

12th graders.  

College Applications  
 

What types of college applications exist? 
 

● CUNY: Use the CUNY Application to apply to any degree programs as a first 

year or transfer student. The $65 dollar application lets you apply to multiple 

colleges to maximize your options. 

● Common Application: This is an online college application form used by over 

900 colleges and universities. Instead of filling out the same general information 

multiple times, you only have to do it once. You can use the common application 

to apply for SUNY and private schools. The application is free, but every college 

charges their own application processing fee (usually $30 to $75 per college). 

 

Are there fee waivers for college applications?  
 

College applications can get expensive for many students. However, families 

experiencing financial hardship may be eligible for fee waivers. 
 

● CUNY: CUNY provides application fee waivers to high schools, who distribute 

them to students with financial need. You can request a CUNY fee waiver from 

your high school counselor. One fee waiver gives students the opportunity to 

submit an application to six colleges using the CUNY Application. 

● SUNY: SUNY provides an application fee waiver request form. You may request 

your application fees be waived by having your school counselor complete and 

submit the form.SUNY waives the $50 application fee for up to four college 

choices. 

● Private Schools: Individual private schools can waive the application fee, 

typically based on your family’s income. You must make the college of your 

choice aware of financial hardship by contacting the admissions office.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the difference between a Target, Safety and Reach school?  
 

When deciding what colleges you want to apply to you should start by creating a college 

list with target, safety and reach schools. College applications should have a mix of 

schools from all three categories.  
 

● Safety: These are schools that would easily admit you based on your academics 

and extracurricular activities.  

● Target: These are schools that have a reasonable probability to admit you if you 

were to apply.  

● Reach: These are schools where your grades and test scores fall a little below 

the admission range.  

Financial Aid  
 

How do I apply for financial aid? 
 

There are various ways to apply for financial aid and it is important to start early. Here 

are a few ways to apply for financial aid:  
 

● The Federal Pell Grant Program provides need-based grants to low-income 

undergraduate and certain post-baccalaureate students. 

● Use the FAFSA to apply for federal Pell grants. This is a free application that 

determines how much money you can receive from the government and how 

much your family is expected to contribute: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-

aid/fafsa 

● New York State college freshman students also qualify for The New York State 

Tuition Assistance Program (TAP). This is a grant and does not need to be paid 

back: https://www.hesc.ny.gov/pay-for-college/apply-for-financial-aid/nys-tap.html 

 

What is the difference between grants, loans and scholarships? 
 

All are different forms of financial aid that you must apply for and can help pay for 

college. 
 

● Grants: A form of aid that usually does not need to be paid back. Examples are 

the TAP and Pell grant. 

● Loans: A form of aid that is borrowed from either a college or private institution 

that must be paid back with interest. Interest is a fee that is charged for 

borrowing money.  

● Scholarships: A form of aid that is a grant or payment made to support a 

student's education, awarded on the basis of academic or other achievement. 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/pay-for-college/apply-for-financial-aid/nys-tap.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are college scholarships that 9th and 10th graders can apply for and will be 

awarded once accepted into college. Below are free websites for scholarship searches: 
 

● Scholarships.com: a free scholarship search provider.  

● Fast Web: a free scholarship search provider.  

● Cappex.com: allows students to search both schools and scholarships. 

● The College Board/Big Future: helps students look up information about 

colleges and how to pay for school. 

Most colleges offer scholarships that can be found on their websites. Make sure to 

research and apply to scholarships from reliable sources. If you are unsure, ask your 

college counselor.  

College Visits 
 

What should I do when I visit campuses? 
 

When visiting a college, gather important information to learn as much as you can about 

the college. For example: 
● Ask a lot of questions about the campus, tuition and any other interests 

● Sit in on a class if possible 

● Attend an information session 

● Talk to current students 

● Ask for contact information of admissions officers in case you have any follow up 

questions.  

 

What is the difference between a SUNY and CUNY? 
 

CUNY (The City University of New York) are schools located throughout the five 

boroughs in New York City.  

● There are 25 campuses, including 11 senior colleges, 7 community colleges, 1 

undergraduate honors college, and 7 post-graduate institutions. 

SUNY (The State University of New York) are schools located usually in smaller towns 

across New York State.  

● There are 64 schools, a mix of 29 state-operated campuses and 5 statutory 

colleges—including research universities, liberal arts colleges, specialized and 

technical colleges, health science centers, land-grant colleges—and 30 

community colleges. 

 

https://www.scholarships.com/
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.cappex.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

College Life 
 

What is the difference between a 4-year college and a 2-year community college? 

● Community colleges are two year schools where students can earn an 

associate degree. They can be a great way to start your college journey and 

save money.  

● Four year colleges are schools where students can earn a bachelor's degree. 

Many community college students transfer to four year schools after they 

graduate.  

 

How do I make friends at college? 
  

Everyone worries about forming friendships in college and this is completely normal. 

There are tons of ways to make friends in college. For example: 

● Join a club or sports team. 

● Get the phone number of at least one person in every class. 

● Attend events or activities run by the campus or student association. 

 

What is a Master’s degree and a PhD? 
 

● Master's degree programs are graduate programs that let students specialize in 

an area of study. They typically take 1-2 years to complete. This is the degree 

after earning a bachelor's degree.  

● Doctoral degree programs (PhD) are the highest college degrees available. 

Completing a PhD program usually takes several years, and often involves the 

completion of a major research project and paper.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Links 

● Letter of Recommendation: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/your-high-

school-record/how-to-get-a-great-letter-of-recommendation 

● SAT Score Structure: 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/scores/understanding-

scores/structure 

● Questions to Ask on a College Tour: https://www.princetonreview.com/college-

advice/questions-to-ask-on-a-college-tour 

● College Now: https://k16.cuny.edu/collegenow/faqs/#1542122725413-

757bc99c-e40c 

● Common Application: https://www.commonapp.org/ 

● Guide to the Common Application: https://www.princetonreview.com/college-

advice/common-application 

● CUNY vs. SUNY:  https://www.nshss.org/blog/cuny-vs-suny-schools-which-is-

better-for-you/ 

● Types of College Degrees: https://study.com/degrees/college-degrees.html 

● Target vs. Reach Schools:  https://www.collegevine.com/questions/376/what-s-

the-difference-between-a-target-and-a-reach-school\ 

● FAFSA Application:  https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa 

● College Application Fee Waiver: NYS Higher Education Services Corporation - 

College Application Fee Waiver Information 

 

 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/your-high-school-record/how-to-get-a-great-letter-of-recommendation
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/your-high-school-record/how-to-get-a-great-letter-of-recommendation
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/scores/understanding-scores/structure
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/scores/understanding-scores/structure
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/questions-to-ask-on-a-college-tour
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/questions-to-ask-on-a-college-tour
https://k16.cuny.edu/collegenow/faqs/#1542122725413-757bc99c-e40c
https://k16.cuny.edu/collegenow/faqs/#1542122725413-757bc99c-e40c
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/common-application
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/common-application
https://www.nshss.org/blog/cuny-vs-suny-schools-which-is-better-for-you/
https://www.nshss.org/blog/cuny-vs-suny-schools-which-is-better-for-you/
https://study.com/degrees/college-degrees.html
https://www.collegevine.com/questions/376/what-s-the-difference-between-a-target-and-a-reach-school
https://www.collegevine.com/questions/376/what-s-the-difference-between-a-target-and-a-reach-school
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/partner-access/high-school-counselors/college-application-fee-waiver-information.html
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/partner-access/high-school-counselors/college-application-fee-waiver-information.html

